Omar Grant

Director, Creative Urban, EMI Music Publishing

At only age 24, Omar Grant is already an impressive well-travelled and well-connected music executive. His first official job right out of college was as Assistant Tour Manager to Destiny’s Child, where he was afforded the opportunity to experience and travel much of the globe. 

Born and raised in the Bronx, and a graduate of Adelphi University, where he earned his Bachelor Degree in Business Marketing—Omar’s desire to get in the music industry started early on. In addition to his interest as a DJ, throughout college, Omar always maintained an internship at one of the major record companies; having worked for the Warner Music Group, Arista International, and in Columbia Records’ Media Relations and A&R departments—which led to his eventual meeting of Matthew Knowles (father/ manager of Beyonce Knowles and Destiny’s Child and CEO of Music World Entertainment).

Although Omar earned his stripes through the rigors of being on the road, his real passion was in discovering new music, new songwriter-producers and the A&R process. After accompanying Destiny’s Child as a collective and eventually becoming Tour Manager for Kelly Rowland, Michelle Williams and Beyonce as individuals—Omar’s next goal was to realize his aspirations in the A&R arena.  Spending lots of time in the studio with Music World recording artists and bringing up and coming producers such as [place name of producer here] and “Static” to Music World’s Management division, Omar was named A&R/Talent Scout for the organization. 

During the winter of 2006, he was hired on by Big Jon Platt, Executive VP of EMI Music Publishing as Director, Creative Urban based in New York City. Omar is directly responsible for a host of songwriters and producers contracted under EMI. His first signings include Solange Knowles (sister to Beyonce, who has had a number of placements on the multi-Platinum B-Day album), and a producer-songwriter out of Miami by the name of “Street Runner” (Terror Squad, Lil Wayne).

